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Frequently Asked Questions

1. Q: What is ICAHD-USA and what does ICAHD-USA do?

A: ICAHD-USA is the US partner of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD).  ICAHD-USA supports the work of ICAHD in Israel which actively resists all aspects of the Israeli Occupation, including the demolition of Palestinian homes.  

ICAHD-USA seeks to educate the American public and promotes ICAHD’s educational activities through speaking tours, informational campaigns and fundraising.  ICAHD-USA believes that the only chance for a genuine peace is by ending the Occupation and addressing the needs of self determination of both the Israeli and Palestinian peoples.  Whatever form a political settlement takes in the future, a just and lasting peace must provide all the peoples of the region with security, dignity, freedom and economic opportunities.
2. Q: How many Palestinian homes have been demolished by Israel?

A: Since the beginning of the Occupation in 1967, at least 12,000 homes have been destroyed; more than 15,000 homes have been seriously damaged. Mosques, churches, and water wells have also been destroyed. Close to a million olive and fruit trees have been uprooted or cut down.

3. Q: Why does Israel demolish homes in the Occupied Territories?

A: The motivation for most demolitions is to ensure permanent control of the Occupied Territories. B’Tselem’s most recent report
 highlights the three types of house demolitions: 
(1) What Israel calls “clearing operations” to address what Israel defines as “military needs.” These operations take place primarily in the Gaza Strip. From the beginning of the Intifada through October 2004, the IDF (the Israeli Defense Forces, Israel’s army) has demolished some 2,540 housing units, in which 23,900 Palestinians lived, in the course of the IDF’s “clearing operations.”

(2) Administrative demolitions of homes built without a permit. These demolitions take place in East Jerusalem and in Area “C” – the 60% of the West Bank over which Israel retains complete authority. According to figures from the Israeli Civil Administration, between 2001 and 2003, Israel demolished 768 structures in the West Bank that had been built without permit. Permits are hardly ever granted to Palestinians wishing to build, even if the land is theirs.  This practice of not granting permits allows Israel to confine them to small, crowded, impoverished and disconnected enclaves, leaving the rest of the land free for Israeli settlement.

(3) Demolitions carried out as collective punishment, either targeted at relatives and neighbours of Palestinians who carried out or are suspected of involvement in attacks against Israeli civilians or soldiers, or against Palestinian civilian populations in general. These punitive actions, illegal under international law, total some 628 housing units, which were home to 3,983 persons. The Israeli government recently announced that they would no longer conduct these kinds of house demolitions, which account for less than 600 of the total number of demolished houses.

4. Q: Are Israel's house demolitions legal under international law?
A: No.  Under the Fourth Geneva Convention Occupying Powers are prohibited from using collective punishment. Article 53 reads: “Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging individually or collectively to private persons…is prohibited." Under this provision the practice of demolishing Palestinian houses is banned, as is the wholesale destruction of the Palestinian infrastructure.

5. Q: Are Israeli settlements legal under International Law?
A: No. Under article 49 of the 4th Geneva Convention, Israel is prohibited from establishing settlements: "The Occupying Power shall not transfer parts of its own civilian population into territories it occupies." 

6. Q: How many settlers are there in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza?
A: Overall 450,000 Israeli settlers live illegally on Palestinian land, some 240,000 in the 214 settlements of the West Bank and more than 200,000 in the large settlement “neighborhoods” of East Jerusalem.  In August 2005, 8,000 settlers were evacuated from the 18 settlements of Gaza.  Meanwhile new settlements, as well as new housing units in existing settlements, continue to be constructed in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.
7. Q: Is ICAHD rebuilding the homes of terrorists?
A: ICAHD and ICAHD USA denounce all forms of terrorism. At the same time, our organizations also denounce all house demolitions as a form of collective punishment. We actively support those Palestinians, Israelis and internationals who build together in acts of nonviolent civil disobedience, just as we oppose individuals, groups and state policies that incite violence.  We rebuild the homes of people who have never been involved in violent activities, including families of people involved in such acts if they themselves have not been involved.

8. Q: Some houses are demolished after they have been rebuilt.  Why rebuild them?
A: House demolitions are not a natural disaster.  Unlike building after a flood, house demolitions are the result of policies – and these policies can be changed.  Under all peace plans, including the Road Map, the Israeli government is required to end house demolitions.  Through ICAHD and ICAHD USA, homes are rebuilt as political acts of resistance to the Occupation.  We and the families with whom we work realize that there is a good chance their houses will be demolished again.  Indeed, they are often targeted precisely because the rebuilt houses represent symbols of resistance.  One of the houses ICAHD has rebuilt, the Shawamreh family home in Anata, has been demolished four times, and even now a fifth demolition is threatened.  We rebuild nevertheless – time and time again if necessary – so as not to let the Occupation “win.”  This represents a cooperative peacemaking process from the ground up, as Israelis, Palestinians and internationals join hands against unjust policies of the Occupation. 

9. Q: What are Donations to ICAHD and ICAHD-USA Used For? 

A: Donations to ICAHD-USA are used for the educational activities of ICAHD, such as the production of brochures, books, press releases, films, speaking tours and specific campaigns for disseminating information or mobilizing public opinion.  In addition, funds are used for the rebuilding of Palestinian homes.  As an important peace-making and educational opportunity, rebuilding is a very costly process.  An average rebuilding effort costs $50,000.  Every contribution is important.  For example, $50 pays for a day’s wages for skilled workers at the site; a gift of $100 pays for a door or a window or enough concrete for a wall. Donating $200 or $250 covers the cost of paint or plaster for a room.  Larger gifts can be applied to plumbing or electricity costs. 

If you have any further questions, please contact us at info@icahdusa.org or (919) 277-0632.  
� Through No Fault of Their Own - Punitive House Demolitions During the al-Aqsa Intifada, November 2004, B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories; www.btselem.org.
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